Outline of the seminar  
Political Economy at Work

Brussels, 11-12th of January 2011

---------------------------------------------------------------------------
DEVCO is organising a one-and-a-half day seminar for EC participants on 11 and 12 January 2011 in Brussels political economy approaches. 
Background 

A number of donors, including the EC, are interested in introducing a political economy approach to their work. This includes undertaking Political Economy analysis at different levels (such as country, sector and "problem" levels). More widely this recognises that ‘politics matter’ in development, and that mere technical solutions for development challenges will not suffice. However, questions are being raised how to improve analyse to understand social, political and economic dynamics how formal and informal institutions shape incentives, and how relations of distribution of power and resources create the context that determine aid effectiveness and development outcomes. 

A range of tools to deepen the understanding about these dynamics and realities have been developed and tested, including the EUROPEAID ‘Governance Analysis Framework’ for use in sector operations. The interest in Political Economy analysis is moving beyond sector governance into the work on country context analysis within the Project and Programme Cycle Management process, and other ongoing guidance work 
Objective of the seminar
The objectives of this seminar are:

· To enable key staff to familiarise themselves with Political Economy tools, and lessons learned. 

· To discuss and draft an agenda on how to integrate Political Economy into EC external assistance practices and guidance

Scope of the seminar 

The seminar will be facilitated by experts with an experience of working on political economy approaches, and will cover the following topics and questions:

· What is Political Economy analysis and why undertake it?

· How does Political Economy analysis differ from the conventional governance analysis?

· What are EC experiences of working with Political Economy approaches?

· How to integrate the Political Economy approach in context analysis?

· What  Political Economy analysis frameworks and tools exist?

· What is the added value of the Political Economy analysis? 

· What are emerging experiences (concrete examples of effects and opportunities/difficulties with implementation)?

· What are operational implications of Political Economy analysis?

· Why and how can Political Economy analysis be integrated more systematically in the EC system? What changes does this imply in the short and medium term?
 Preparation of the seminar

A questionnaire will be sent out to find out more about ‘in-house’ experiences at headquarter and in the field with Political Economy approaches. 

Relevant background information will be made available through the Capacity4Dev platform.

