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Covenant of Mayors  
In Sub-Saharan Africa 

What is the Covenant of Mayors in 
Sub-Saharan Africa? 

Funded by the European Union 
 
 

Supporting Sub-Saharan Cities in 
their fight against climate change 
 

Through Mayors’ voluntary 
commitment 
 
Regional chapter of the Global 
Covenant of Mayors 



What is the objective 
of  

the initiative? 

• To increase the capacities of SSA 
cities to provide access to 
sufficient, sustainable, affordable 
and clean energy services to 
urban and peri-urban populations 
(especially the most vulnerable).  



Access  
to Energy 

Mitigation Adaptation 

SEACAP 
Sustainable Energy  

Access and Climate Action Plans 

  Access to Energy Mitigation Adaptation 



What is the objective 
of  

the initiative? 

• To strengthen the capacities of cities to 
develop and use planning and 
implementation tools in energy, 
mobility and urban planning; 

• To improve the legal and institutional 
framework of local authorities as well 
as their technical and resource 
mobilization capacities; 

• To promote political ownership and 
best practice dissemination. 



How is the 
CoM SSA 

delivered? 

• 110 CoM SSA signatory cities and 
municipalities in 34 countries 

• 13 pilot cities (grants awarded 
through the EU delegations in the  
country)  



 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA office? 

Have access to:  

• Best practices and to knowledge 
exchanges activities;  

 



 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA office? 

Have access to:  

• General information and technical 
support through the helpdesk office 
in Accra 

 



 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA office? 

Have access to:  

• Network and peer-to-peer 
exchanges in Sub-Saharan Africa 



The possibility to:  

• Develop  decentralized, city to 
city  cooperation mechanisms 

 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA office? 



The possibility to:  

• Increase the visibility of  their local 
governement’s Climate and Energy 
actions. 

 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA office? 



Aiming at:  

• Building a sustainable and resilient 
city contributing to SDGs, NDCs and 
more. 

 How can African cities 

benefit from the CoM 
SSA? 



 What cities 

commit to ?  
Since 12th September 2017, any City can start the 
process to commit to the Covenant of Mayors in 

Sub-Saharan Africa and become part of the 
Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and 

Energy, the largest coalition of cities committed 
to local climate and energy action by signing its  

Political commitment document (PCD)  

...the PCD is the core political document of CoM SSA 
developed  through a bottom-up approach by the cities 

for cities...commiting the signatories to develop and 
implement their Climate and Energy Actions.... 



 How to join 

the initiative ? 
 Central helpdesk in Accra:   

Helpdesk@comssa.org 



How to join the initiative ? 

Interested cities liaise to Helpdesk  1 
The Helpdesk provides information 2 
Once the PCD is signed and approved by the 
Municipal Council, the city becomes a signatory 3 
Municipal Council appoints one person in charge 4 



Mitigation pathway 
Adaptation pathway 
Pathway for increasing  
access to energy 
 

Political  
Commitment SEACAP 

Progress 
Report 

Baseline 
review 

Strategic target setting  
& planning 

Implementation,  
monitoring and reporting 

Actions 
Documents 

Supporting the CoM SSA 
signatories 

Translate the PCD into action by developing and 

implementing a Sustainable Energy Access and  

Climate Action Plan (SEACAP) based on the 3 pillars.  



Supporting the CoM SSA 
signatories 

With the inception visits, CoM SSA provides local 

capacity building assistance to Sub-Saharan cities 

and their staff, including knowledge and technology 

transfer related to the development, deployment, 

monitoring and evaluation of climate, energy 

efficiency and renewable programmes. 



Supporting the CoM SSA 
signatories 

Cities are supported in assessing their existing 
energy gaps and planning tools and in determining 
their own objectives to reach in the long term to 
address these gaps.   



Supporting the CoM SSA 
signatories 

CoM SSA encourages the cities to adopt a 

participatory approach in the development of their 

action plans by engaging and involving non-state 

actors and CSOs in their activities. 



Supporting the CoM SSA 
signatories 

Knowledge acquired during the inception visits is 

leveraged and consolidated during the technical and 

professional workshops organised by CoM SSA. 



Upcoming activities  • Climate Chance Summit, 28-29 June 
2018, Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire 
 

 

 



Upcoming activities  • CoM SSA CPD Workshop, 3-6 September, 
Saly, Senegal 
 

 

 



The CoM SSA partners: 



Our team 
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