Regional Water and Sanitation Workshop, Nairobi 18-21 October 2010
Location: Fairview Hotel

Date: 18 October 2010 

Time: 8h30  (see attached programme)

Organisers: Aidco: Rene Bosman E7, Muriel Lambert E7, Eric Buhl Nielsen (consultant)

Speaking points:

· First of all I would like to welcome you this Regional Water and Sanitation workshop, taking place from today to Thursday here in Nairobi. 

· I am pleased to hear that there are participants from 12 EU Delegations in the region, as well as government representatives from a number of  countries and our colleagues from Brussels.

· I fully support the objective of this regional seminar, namely the exchange of experiences between colleagues dealing with water and sanitation programmes. The sharing of experiences from delegation staff, HQ and local counterparts is of crucial importance to create a balanced view of the real challenges in the sector and preserve important institutional memory. 
· In our Delegation Water and Sanitation is not a focal sector as determined by the division of labour under the Paris Declaration. This however does not mean that we do not consider this sector of crucial importance for the reduction of poverty and the development of the country.  As a matter of fact EU water facility supported projects are right now among the main interventions in supporting the implementation of institutional reform in the water sector. I personally have been privileged in opening a number of these projects and have witnessed at first hand the expectations raised. 
· Kenya ACP – EU Water Facility Projects: Since 2006, 15 projects, total budget 32M Euro (EC contribution).Projects extending assistance from Water Services Boards and the Water Services Trust Fund to national and international NGOs, international organisations (more through CDTF and Rural Poverty and Local Government Programmes).
· Exchanging experiences and trying to tackle a number of issues like policy and institutions, sustainability, integrated water resources and land use planning and  management (the water towers in Kenya), equitable allocation across sectors, knowledge based approaches maximizing water harvesting, recycling, reuse, etc.... will require everybody to sit around the drawing table, invest effort and synthesize knowledge, 
· I am therefore very pleased to open this water and sanitation seminar in Nairobi and wish you fruitful deliberations in the coming days. The Delegation remains at your disposal for any support needed. 
