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Highlights
· The G8 Evian Water Action Plan continues to provide a useful framework for addressing water and sanitation challenges in developing countries. 
· G8 has significantly increased aid levels for water and sanitation and is a major contributor to the sector – providing more than 80% of the overall OECD-DAC donors’ disbursements to the sector in 2002-2008
· However, support for sanitation and water is not reaching the most affected populations with only 42% of development aid commitments in sanitation and water over the past 3 years reaching the least developed or low income countries

· The L’Aquila G8-African partnership on water and sanitation has increased political awareness and has help to facilitate new work with African partners.
Overview 

Sanitation and water underpin all aspects of human and economic development, the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) and other internationally agreed development targets.  In the developing world today, poor access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation continues to be a threat to human health. Expanding this access is essential to reduce the burden of water-related diseases and to improve the well-being of a large part of the world's population.  It is also a vital input into economic development and poverty alleviation.

Water supply, sanitation and health are closely related. Poor hygiene, inadequate quantities and quality of drinking water and lack of sanitation facilities cause millions of the world’s poorest people to die from preventable diseases each year. Women and children are the main victims.

Polluted water and the lack of basic sanitation take the life of a child every 20 seconds, representing 1.5 million preventable deaths each year. 

Investments in sanitation and water make economic sense. It is estimated that the annual economic benefits of achieving universal access to safe sanitation and water are $171 billion. Investments in sanitation and water deliver economic returns of over 5 times on investment, with an annual rate of return of over 20%.  

G8 Leadership and Results

Key Commitments

· 2003 Evian G8 Water Action Plan 
· 2009 L’Aquila. Agreement with African partners on a stronger G8-African partnership on water and sanitation.

Have We Met Our Commitments?


Evian Water Action Plan.  The Water Action Plan was adopted by G8 Leaders in 2002 and advocates an integrated approach to water management, with an emphasis on financing within the broader context of good governance, to meet internationally agreed goals in the water and sanitation sector.  The Water Action Plan built on the objectives of the G8 Kananaskis Africa Action Plans, stressing the importance of proper water management in Africa.

At the 2008 Hokkaido-Toyako Summit, G8 Leaders requested their water experts to review progress on the implementation of the Water Action Plan. The 2009 G8 Water Experts Group concluded that the Water Action Plan has been an important catalyst for action and has helped to raise the profile of water and sanitation at high political levels, stimulated policy reforms and increased financial support for the water and sanitation sectors. 
· Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, United Kingdom, United States, European Commission together with other donors are supporting the Nile Basin Initiative and its objective to develop the Basin’s water resources in a sustainable manner.

· The European Union Water Initiative aims to raise political awareness among high-level decision-makers, to encourage the coherence and synergy of activities related to water and sanitation, and to attract new resources

· Japan support to the Water Environment Partnership in Asia has helped to promote good water governance by investing in research and information management

· The UK is supporting The Sanitation and Water for All: A Global Framework for Action which aims to increase political prioritization of water and sanitation.
Key conclusions in report noted that the Water Action Plan had:

· promoted better governance as fundamental to effective policy and decision-making and efficient use of funds;

· supported the preparation and implementation of national plans and strategies, and strengthened regional cooperation and processes that ensure local ownership through partnerships and stakeholder engagement; 
· supported processes of better donor coordination and, through UN-Water, improved coordination between the UN agencies involved in water; and 

In accordance with the 2005 Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness and 2008 Accra Agenda for Action, G8 members work towards donor harmonization for efficient use of resources, actively participating in coordinated approaches. G8 members have been actively contributing to international initiatives to increase political commitment for water and sanitation and to improve coordination between the different actors. There have been some improvements in coordination at the country level, which avoids inefficiencies or duplication and reduces the administration of aid for recipient countries, but there is scope for more work.
Water and Sanitation Development Assistance. One component of the Water Action Plan was the recognition of the importance of mobilizing financial resources. The G8 committed to give high priority in Official Development Aid allocation to sound water and sanitation proposals of developing country partners, noting that this support can be a catalyst to mobilize other financial flows. 
G8 Official Development Assistance to the water and sanitation sector
	G8 OECD-DAC Donors
	2002
	2003
	2004
	2005
	2006
	2007
	2008
	TOTAL

	  Bilateral Assistance
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	  Imputed Multilateral
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total G8
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Total OECD-DAC Donors
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Highlights
· Significant increase in aid levels for water and sanitation since 2002

· Disbursements to the water and sanitation sector have more than tripled since 2002 

· G8 is a major contributor to the sector – more than 80% of the overall OECD-DAC disbursements to the sector during the 2002-2009 period 

Pro-Poor Financing and up-scaling of low cost technologies:  Many cities in developing countries lack the infrastructure to provide adequate access to water and sanitation to poor urban residents. One effective solution is to provide cost-efficient water kiosks. 
· In Zambia public water kiosks were established with support from Germany and the EC, as utility-owned and vendor-managed. One kiosk can serve 500-1500 people with a per capita investment of € 10. Between 2004 and 2008, more than 500,000 people obtained safe and affordable water from about 300 water kiosks. The fast and wide implementation of this low-cost technology is facilitated through an innovative multi-donor basket fund, the Devolution Trust Fund. Through an exercise of regional exchange and learning, the concept is being adopted in other Sub-Saharan African countries with support from Germany.

· The Kiosk concept has been successfully applied in the Haitian capital Port au Prince with support from France. An initial pilot was expanded after 10 years, from six to a total of 37 neighbourhoods. The water kiosks serve more than 550,000 end-users.

G8-Africa Water Partnership.  In response to the reciprocal call for improving joint work on water and sanitation made at the G8 and African Union Summits in 2008, the G8 and African partners issued a Joint Statement at the L’Aquila Summit to strengthen ongoing efforts on water and sanitation through a stronger G8-Africa partnership. 

The joint statement will contribute to maintaining political momentum for the water and sanitation sector and will help to improve cooperation to achieve water and sanitation objectives in Africa. The statement recognizes the shared responsibilities and the need for mutual accountability and will guide interactions between G8 members and African partners at all levels, taking into consideration the diversity of needs, and the variety of channels through which partners collaborate.
G8 countries have followed up on the joint statement by building on the strengths of existing initiatives and programmes, including improving partner coordination, and will continue to work at all levels to consolidate G8-Africa cooperation in the water and sanitation sector.
· Canada will provide $36 million (Canadian) over three fiscal years (2009-2012) to the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Initiative (RWSSI) to support the water and sanitation strategies of African countries.

· At the end of 2009, the United States initiated the new four-year, $18 million Sustainable Water and Sanitation for Africa program aimed at fundamental utility reform and innovative finance to meet the water and sanitation MDGs

· Japan committed at the Tokyo International Conference on African Development (TICAD) IV to provide grants and technical assistance, amounting to 30 billion yen to the sector in Africa (2008-2012).
· Germany, the United States and the European Commission are providing support to strengthening the African Ministers’ Council on Water (AMCOW) to enable them to better interact with and to coordinate between donors.
· The EU Commission has launched a new phase of the EU-ACP Water Facility, allocating €200 million to water supply, sanitation and hygiene projects (committed in 2010 for projects of max 5 years) in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. 
Forward Look

The internationally agreed to goals are to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and basic sanitation. The latest statistics on progress to these goals provide a mixed message: on track to meet the water goal globally, but dangerously behind in achieving the sanitation goal. However, some regions are off-track with Sub-Saharan Africa making the slowest progress. Although 1.3 billion people have gained access to improved sanitation since 1990, the world is likely to miss the sanitation goal by a billion people - at the current rate of progress the goal will not be met until 2049.
Water issues are fundamentally local challenges that require leadership, capacities, investments, and action by local, national, and regional authorities and civil society. National governments must take the primary responsibility for ensuring their own development success by creating an enabling environment (including good governance, economic growth, and peace and security) that supports people, mobilizes local resources, and maximizes the benefits of donor support. When water and sanitation are not priorities in national development plans, donors, both bilateral and multilateral, are less likely to invest in those areas

In addressing these challenges, G8 members have increasingly aligned their development assistance to the strategies, objectives and operational environment of developing country partners in accordance with international commitments, in particular the Paris Declaration (2005), and by working together and with the international community to better identify opportunities to leverage resources and achieve greater impact on the ground. G8 members have supported partner countries in improving access to sustainable safe drinking water and basic sanitation through the implementation of strategies based on in-country coordination processes

The objectives stated in Evian in 2003 still constitute a useful framework for addressing water and sanitation challenges in developing countries. However, new challenges have to be taken into account in future support. Also, new commitments coming from outside the water sector have to be taken into account such as increased aid effectiveness (e.g., Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness, Accra Agenda for Action, and the 2008 African Union Summit in Sharm-El Sheikh).
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