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Dr. Sohana Shafique Shafique 
International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (icddr,b) 
icddr,b, 68 Tajuddin Ahmed Sarani, Mohakhali, Dhaka, Bangladesh, 1212 
 
BH0299889 
Bangladesh 
 
Dear Sohana Shafique Shafique 
 
RE: 5th Global Symposium in Health Systems Research – October 2018 

We  are  pleased  to  invite  you  to  the  Arena  &  Convention  Centre  Liverpool  (ACC  Liverpool),  to 
participate  in the 5th Global Symposium  in Health Systems Research, taking place from Monday 8th 
October to Friday 12th October 2018. 

The Global Symposium on Health Systems Research is organised every two years by Health Systems 
Global to bring together the full range of players involved in health systems and policy research and 
practice. Beginning with the First Global Symposium in Montreux in 2010, the Symposia have played 
a crucial, catalytic role in convening a global community dedicated to strengthening health systems 
and  building  the  field  of  health  systems  research.  Kindly  visit  our  official  website 
http://healthsystemsresearch.org/hsr2018 for more information. 

You have been allocated a Full Scholarship and the following costs relating to your visit will be paid 
for from the HSR2018 scholarship fund by symposium organizers;  

x International roundtrip airfare or rail in an economy class and based on the route of travel 
booked through RAPTIM Travel (official symposium travel agent). Travel tickets purchased 
directly by the scholarship recipient will not be considered for reimbursement 

x Ground transportation provided by symposium organizers between Manchester Airport‐to 
Liverpool 

x Two‐year membership fee in the society/HSG for LMIC residents or Students 
x Symposium registration fees established for HSG LMIC or student members 
x Social evening ticket priced at 40 GBP to help attendance at the social night  
x Accommodation  at  a  pre‐allocated  hotel  for  up  to  6  nights.  Please  note  the  symposium 

organizers will not reimburse any accommodation booked directly by you 
x Fixed amount of 90 GBP for UK Visa processing but only if you require entry visa for UK 
x Per‐diem fixed amount of 25 GBP per day for various expenses and based on actual number 

of days in Liverpool but up to 138 GBP maximum per scholarship recipient 
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Objective of SHARE project

Strengthening capacity of national health authorities and 
icddr,b to support evidence-informed public health 
policy making in Bangladesh leading to progress 
towards UHC and improved health equality particularly 
for urban poor and those suffering from NCDs

We try to strengthen capacity at 3 levels:
q At individual level
q At organizational level
q At institutional level
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RESEARCH

IMPACT 
on NCD and Urban Health

Results

EVIDENCE

Abstracts 
Working 
papers 

Manuscripts 

•Policy Dialogue
•Café Scientifique
•Mass-media 
Engagement
•Public 
Engagement

•Capacity building 
• Communication
•Policy Brief
•Policy Papers
•Newspaper Articles 

Systematic 
Reviews and 

Meta 
Analysis

SOPs/Guidelines

Evidence-informed Policy Process 
in SHARE project

Evidence-informed Policy Making

COMMUNICATION 

SRC

IMPACT 
GROUP

RPCC

THINK 
TANK

*SRC: Systematic Review Centre
RPCC: Research Policy Communication Cell
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Systematic Review Centre (SRC) at BSMMU

q Trainings organized à
Systematic Review and Meta 
Analysis 

q Scoping Review completed: 
Indices used to measure 
inequalities in health related 
studies among South Asian 
urban population

q Gap-Map: Governance in 
Primary Health Care (PHC)

q Systematic Review:
Effective non 
pharmacological 
interventions for prevention 
of hypertension in LMICs à
Ongoing

 Contract # DCI-SANTE/2014/342-479                  Reporting period: 15/1/2017 to 14/1/2018 
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Provide technical support in different systematic review training conducted at icddr,b and other 
organizations:  
Core member of SRC provided technical support in several systematic review trainings which was 
initiated or conducted at icddr,b or other institutions like James P Grant School of Public Health at 
BRAC University. 
 
Orientation sessions for the faculty members of BSMMU:  
Orientation of department of Internal Medicine at BSMMU: 
Faculty members of Department of Internal Medicine at BSMMU were oriented on Data Management 
and Analysis using SPSS in 8-19 April, 2017.  
 
Orientation of department of Public Health & Informatics on Systematic Review at BSMMU 
Title: Two days orientation on Systematic Review and Meta-analysis 
Date and time:  14-15 October, 2017; 9.00 am-5.00pm 
Venue: Chiller Building Conference Room, icddr,b, Mohakhali, Dhaka. Total participants: 18 

 
Orientation of Faculty members of different departments of BSMMU on Systematic Review 
Title: Workshop on Systematic Review and Meta-analysis 
Date and time: 27th-28th

Venue: Room No # 209, DPHI, BSMMU; Total participants: 15. 
 November, 2017; 09.30am-5.00pm 

 
Recently Mr. Md. Hasan, one of the icddr,b staff of the SRC, has been appointed as a ‘Lecturer’ at 
BSMMU, which will substantially contribute to the sustainability of the SRC activities beyond the 
project period.  
 
All SRC reports have been shared in Annex 3.  
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Knowledge Synthesis on Urban Health 
and NCDsà ongoing

q By Health system building blocks
q Compared with Time to Deliver
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International Recognitions of the SRC

q Membership in Global Evidence Synthesis Initiative 
(GESI) à Evidence Synthesis for Impact, icddr,b
(through a competitive process)  

q Invitation from Cochrane Review Group to be an 
associate Centre of Cochrane (Cochrane Bangladesh) to 
be hosted at icddr,b) 
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Research Policy Communication Cell (RPCC) at DGHS: 
Training on Evidence-Informed Health Policy
q Partner: Research and Planning Unit, DGHS

q 3-day trainings: Facilitators from icddr,b, DGHS, BSMMU, IEDCR

q More than 1000 managers trained
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Strengthening HMIS: Capacity building for 
data-driven decision making

• Health managers, statisticians, nurses, field workers, IT focal 
persons have been trained- 8 Divisional Trainings

• DHIS2 e-Learning Course Launched
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RPCC Dissemination Seminar
Salt as an NCD Risk Factor
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Impact Group at icddr,b: 
for Knowledge Translation
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Public engagement on NCD in book-fair 
•Mass awareness on health risks caused by NCDs like diabetics, 
heart diseases, cancer etc.
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Public Engagement: 
Prevention of NCDs among adolescents in 

Urban Areas
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TV Talk Show on NCDs
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Café Scientifique: 
Prevention of Breast Cancer

Total two ‘Cafe Scientifique’ organized on NCDs
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First ever ‘Think Tank for Health�in Bangladesh

q Formulated  ‘Think tank for health’ in January, 2017
q Engaged prominent health professionals, academicians, 
scientists, health and human rights experts
q ‘Constitution for Think Tank’ developed
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Health Policy Dialogue: 
Think Tank Inaugurated in Sept 2017, held 3 policy dialogues
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Organizing International Conferences
- 2016: Measurement and Accountability for Health (MA4Health) 

- 2017: Data for Decision Making in Health, Dhaka, April 2017 

- 2019: Community Health Workers, Dhaka Bangladesh
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Sustainability of SHARE project: beyond 2020

q RPCCà Included in Operational Plan, DGHS, MOH&FW

q SRCà SHARE Team member recruited as BSMMU Staff; 

- Staff generated funds from WHO

q Impact Group à established at icddr,b 

- with Members from Communication; all divisions

q Think Tank à Independent national body functional – to be registered 

by end of this year



icddr,b thanks its core donors for their on-going support

Thank you!
Questions/comments:
sohana.shafique@icddrb.org

Supported by


