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Study with the objective of providing the Commission with evidence and 
robust information/understanding on the wildlife-security nexus in Sub-

Saharan Africa, in order for the Commission to:

1) engage in a well-informed political dialogue on the wildlife-security nexus 

2) define an effective response and design programmes that mutually reinforce 
wildlife and security.



• Provide DEVCO with a comprehensive understanding of the interaction between 

wildlife conservation and security and of how the two pillars interact with each 

other.

• Highlight examples of conservation measures/actions which have contributed to 

improving security and development.

• Present a typology of the wildlife-security nexus (triggers, stakeholders, 

consequences/impact …) and propose a methodology or recommendations. 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES



1) Where does wildlife trafficking trigger conflicts, fuel existing ones or lead to scaled-up 
conflicts (from local to national/regional, international)?

2) Where have such conflicts triggered or fuelled wildlife trafficking or hampered 
conservation?

3) How is socio-economic security undermined by trafficking and poor conservation both at 
local and national levels)?

4) How does wildlife trafficking undermine the rule of law and legitimate institutions (notably 
because of the links with corruption)?

5) How does wildlife related insecurity (whether in term of conflicts or from a socio-
economic point of view) contribute to migration flows (intra-states, inter-states, global)?

6) How are approaches being applied to address the wildlife-security nexus as a basis for 
development and improving security?

Geographic focus: 
Although wildlife trafficking occurs worldwide, the study focused on Sub-Saharan Africa. Where impacts or 
consequences occur outside Africa, this has been addressed. 

KEY RESEARCH QUESTIONS





• A limited set of examples of wildlife trafficking contributing directly to 
conflicts and insecurity (eg. Chad, Cameroon, CAR, South Sudan, and 
DRC cases)

• The potential risk of organized terrorist group involvement in ivory 
trafficking and its associated financial flows exists, but at present few 
cases confirmed.

• Natural resources trafficking represent clear potential opportunities for 
terrorist and/or insurgent group involvement and benefit directly or 
indirectly. 

• Securing high value natural resources, including wildlife in vulnerable 
areas, is a critical priority for security, conflict prevention and 
stabilization strategies.

1. Wildlife trafficking triggers conflicts, fuels existing ones or leads to scaled-up conflicts



In February 2018 (following on 2012, 2013, 2015
incursions) Heavily armed poachers incursion Northern
and Eastern CAR, Northern Cameroon, Southwestern
Chad (18 elephants killed in Bindere Lere, 2 Chadian
soldiers KIA, 6 Cameroon Soldiers KIA, 2 Community
Scouts KIA)



• These armed groups become involved in natural resource 
trafficking for financial gain.

• Use of protected areas as safe havens for armed groups is 
widespread. 

• Transhumance pastoralists, armed and some supported by heavily 
armed protection groups, cross international borders into Nigeria, 
Cameroon, CAR, South Sudan, DRC, Ethiopia.

• The corruption (at all levels) associated with natural resource 
trafficking undermines rule of law, credibility of Governments and 
contributes further to insecurity and conflicts.

2. ARMED CONFLICTS trigger or fuel wildlife trafficking or hamper conservation







3. SOCIO-ECONOMIC SECURITY is undermined by wildlife trafficking

• Wildlife trafficking in Sub-Saharan Africa negatively impacts socio-economic security.

• Disruption of the local communities to access to spatial areas.

• Wildlife resources systematically depleted.

• Negation of wildlife trafficking contribute to fostering socio-economic security.



Map showing stock theft incidents from May-Dec2017 (source: NRT)



4. Wildlife trafficking undermines the rule of law and legitimate institutions and foster 
CORRUPTION

• Ranges from local rangers and authorities to high level politicians.

• Corrupt officials who may have also been involved in corruption regarding other 
sectors (e.g. drugs, human trafficking).

• Systematization by armed groups. 

• Explicit and robust anti-corruption programs must be developed as part and 
parcel of security and conservation programs in order for stability.





5. In some cases, wildlife related insecurity contributes to MIGRATION FLOWS.

• Migration of people due to climate change impacts, environmental degradation, 
and insecurity and conflict factors. 

• Very critical link between the wildlife-security nexus and human migration factors 
from the perspective of protected area landscapes being subject to migration .

• Conservation and protected area management programs can help address the 
roots causes of migration.



6. Key approaches being applied to address the wildlife-security nexus as a basis for 
development and improving security

• Basic important principles for the design of robust programmatic and policy 
interventions which contribute to security for people and wildlife.

• The role of the private-public-partnership in protected area management.

• Funding levels need to be adequate.

• EAGLE network’s methodology and program developed from LAGA and later giving 
rise to Conservation Justice, is an effective cooperation model for countering 
wildlife trafficking.

• Anti-trafficking work undertaken by National and Transnational Serious Crimes 
Investigation Unit (NTSCIU) in Tanzania is a national approach.  

•



• Key locations 

• A summary review  and financial commitment of some donors in different key 
locations and region

• Priority EU policies and strategies on conservation, anti-trafficking, development, 
and migration 

• General strategic recommendations on programs and policies

• Increased and geographically expanded conservation-security investments and 
approaches 

• An illustrative action plan of priority critical program and policy actions

RECOMMENDATIONS



• Protected areas in conflict areas.

• Cooperation between military and non-military partners. 

• Design and implement regional strategy to engage with transhumance pastoralist. 

• Support robust NRM monitoring and management programs.

• Community conservancies and Community Based Natural Resource Management 
(CBNRM) programs.



• Establishment/expansion of community conservancies with anti-trafficking components

• Development of focused anti-corruption strategies

• Establish mechanism of country annual reporting on specific incidents of corruption/complicity

• Mobilize EU, US and other diplomatic missions on support to the fight against corruption

• Initiatives to enhance the capacity of pastoralist and agricultural communities to adapt to 
climate change, mitigate its effects and avoid/mitigate conflicts caused by climate change

• Rangeland and water management programs 

• Design and implementation of targeted programs to address root causes of migration in 
key vulnerable landscapes 
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