Forests are an overlooked and
undervalued asset in the
struggle to achieve SDGs:

If you care about the SDGs,
take a second look at forests!

Mario Boccucci

DEVCO Environment Week 2018
Forests, Deforestation and the 2030 Agenda
16 October 2018 | Brussels







The SDG’s natural foundation
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http://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2016-06-14-how-food-connects-all-the-sdgs.html

If tropical deforestation were a country, its emissions

would be greater than those of the European Union
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Reducing deforestation offers nearly half the potential low-cost

emission reductions in developing countries

Gross emissions Potential low-cost emission reductions Potential low-cost emission reductions
(Developing countries, 2015) (Developing countries, 2020) (Developing countries outside of China, 2020)
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Gross emisslons and emission reductions refer to greenhouse gases excluding agriculture. Low-cost emission reductions refer to emisslon reductions avallable below a carbon price
of $201CO..

Source: Busch, Engelmann, and Leplssier, 2015 based on Busch and Engelmann (2015), “Glabal Climate Assessment Model® (GCAM), University of Maryland, Accessed 2015, http://
www.globalchange.umd.edu/models/gcam/
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“All pathways that limit global
warming to 1.5°C project the
use of carbon dioxide removal
(CDR) on the order of 100-1000
GtCO2 over the 21st century.
CDR would be used to
compensate for residual
emissions and, in most cases,
achieve net negative emissions
to return global warming to
1.5°C following a peak (high
confidence).”

Ref: IPCC SR1.5

Summary for Policymakers
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15 spm fin
al.pdf
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http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf

Examples of deforestation risks to SDGs

e HEALTH: POVERTY POVERTY:
Respiratory illness WYY R Increased vulnerability
due to forest fires Lig to extreme weather

HUNGER:
Loss of rainfall
and crop pollinators

ENERGY: e INFRASTRUCTURE:
Sedimentation of Damage from

hydroelectric dams landslides and floods

1 hlgfuwwanu |_|FE BELOW WATER
Loss of coastal
fisheries habitat

Source: Why Forests? Why Now? (Centre for Global Development, 2016) / WRI
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https://www.wri.org/blog/2017/09/forests-and-sdgs-taking-second-look

Photo credits Background stadium Thomas Faivre-Duboz, forest taken from H.-D. Viktor Boehm globalcarbonproject, labled free for illustrative purposes,
Photo montage by Alan Belward, Joint Research Centre

In 2017, the world lost more than 1 football pitch of forest...
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...equivalent to the area of Italy over a year
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Unprecedented momentum

COP21/CMPI]
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1. Political momentum

2. Know-how
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Photo attribution: Joel Makower [CC BY 3.0
(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia
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On the horizon...

2019 UN SGs Climate Summit
2020 NDC review

EU MFF 2021-2028
2030 Paris / SDG targets







Mario Boccucci
Head of Secretariat, UN-REDD Programme

Mario.Boccucci@un-redd.org
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