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The SDG’s natural foundation

Source: Stockholm Resilience Centre

http://www.stockholmresilience.org/research/research-news/2016-06-14-how-food-connects-all-the-sdgs.html






“All pathways that limit global 
warming to 1.5°C project the 
use of carbon dioxide removal 
(CDR) on the order of 100–1000 
GtCO2 over the 21st century. 
CDR would be used to 
compensate for residual 
emissions and, in most cases, 
achieve net negative emissions 
to return global warming to 
1.5°C following a peak (high 
confidence).”

Ref: IPCC SR1.5 
Summary for Policymakers 
http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_fin
al.pdf

http://report.ipcc.ch/sr15/pdf/sr15_spm_final.pdf


Source: Why Forests? Why Now? (Centre for Global Development, 2016) / WRI

Examples of deforestation risks to SDGs

https://www.wri.org/blog/2017/09/forests-and-sdgs-taking-second-look


Photo credits Background stadium Thomas Faivre-Duboz, forest taken from H.-D. Viktor Boehm globalcarbonproject, labled free for illustrative purposes, 

Photo montage by Alan Belward, Joint Research Centre

In 2017, the world lost more than 1 football pitch of forest…



Photo credit championsportsradio.com/, JRC

Emissions;  van der Werf et al, 2009, Nature BiogeoSciences
5.8 mha/yr humid tropics Achard et al. (2002), Science 297, 999-1002

13 mha/yr globally FAO (2010) Global Forest Resource Assessment Key Findings

http://www.fao.org/forestry/fra/fra2010/en/

… every second
Photo credit Thomas Faivre-Duboz, modified by Alan Belward



Emissions;  van der Werf et al, 2009, Nature BiogeoSciences
5.8 mha/yr humid tropics Achard et al. (2002), Science 297, 999-1002

13 mha/yr globally FAO (2010) Global Forest Resource Assessment Key Findings

http://www.fao.org/forestry/fra/fra2010/en/

…equivalent to the area of Italy over a year 
Photo credit Thomas Faivre-Duboz, modified by Alan Belward



Unprecedented momentum 

1. Political momentum

2. Know-how

3. Investment
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Photo attribution: Joel Makower [CC BY 3.0  

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0)], via Wikimedia 

Commons



2019 UN SGs Climate Summit

2020 NDC review 

EU MFF 2021-2028

2030 Paris / SDG targets

On the horizon…
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Our planets future 

is inextricably tied 

to the future of its 

forests’ 
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