WEBLINKS AND PORTALS

MDGS

United Nations Various UN websites contain information on the progress that is being made towards achievement of the MDGs. For example, the MDG monitor project tracks progress in

meeting the MDGs.

http://www.mdgmonitor.org 

The United Nations site for the MDG Indicators tells you about data availability for each country, as well as enabling you to access the latest data and reports.

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Default.aspx 

A number of UN agencies have combined to produce a handbook that describes each MDG indicator and how the data for it are collected. This handbook can be downloaded from the following website in a choice of languages.

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Indicators/Handbook.htm 

UN The full current list of MDGs, targets and indicators can be found

here.

http://mdgs.un.org/unsd/mdg/Host.aspx?Content=Indicators/OfficialList.htm
UNDP UNDP site devoted to Millennium Development Goals.

http://www.undp.org/mdg
UNICEF The UNICEF website provides insights into how one of the UN agencies is carrying out its responsibilities as ‘lead agency’ for the monitoring of 15 of the MDG indicators. Along with its efforts to monitor progress, UNICEF also supports countries in their efforts to achieve the associated MDG targets

http://www.unicef.org/mdg/index.html
World Bank To help you visualise both the extent of poverty and trends in its alleviation by country, the World Bank has produced an online Atlas of progress in reaching the MDGs. Try ‘resizing’ a few maps to see where the largest remaining poverty challenges are.

http://devdata.worldbank.org/atlas-mdg/ 
LIDC The following website contains materials assembled for a conference entitled ‘No Goals at Half-time: What Next for the MDGs?’ There are video presentations and papers describing progress towards each of the MDGs and the reasons for success or failure so far.

http://www.lidc.org.uk/news_detail.php?news_id=38 

ODI ODI Audio conference: MDG midpoint: Chronic poverty. Do people in chronic poverty gain anything from the MDGs?

http://www.odi.org.uk/events/mdgs_midpoint/23jul07/index.html 

MEASURING POVERTY
World Bank International Comparison Program

Information on PPPs and the International Comparison Programme can be found at

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/ICPEXT/Resources/ICP_2011.html 
UNDP UNDP site devoted to human development. Has a list of (downloadable) Human Development Reports.

http://hdr.undp.org/en/ 

Livelihoods connect This website, created jointly by the UK Department for International Development, the Institute of Development Studies and the Livelihoods Network, offers access to a variety of resources on sustainable livelihoods and elimination of poverty.

http://www.livelihoods.org/ 

Chronic Poverty Report (2008—2009)

A range of papers on chronic poverty, including the second Chronic Poverty Report (2008–2009) can be downloaded from this site.

http://www.chronicpoverty.org/ 

WHERE THE POOR ARE, WHO THEY ARE
CIESIN/The Earth Institute Where the poor are. An atlas of poverty. An excellent and comprehensive set of poverty maps where the poor are located disaggregated per continent, region, country.

http://sedac.ciesin.org/povmap/downloads/maps/atlas/atlas.pdf 

HelpAge International HelpAge International is an international NGO which defends the rights of old people both in developed and developing countries. They publish a number of excellent reports on age-related issues, including age and poverty, age and HIV/Aids etc.

http://www.helpage.org/ 

UNICEF UNICEF publishes an annual report on the state of the world’s children and provides detailed information on issues around children and childhood in developing countries

http://www.unicef.org/ 
CLIMATE CHANGE & DEVELOPMENT

Development Gateway The website Development Gateway offers a special issue on climate change. You can find a lot of up-to-date information on climate-related initiatives and studies.

http://topics.developmentgateway.org/special/climatechange/ 
World Bank Website These online reports offer a collection of data from the World Development Indicators (WDI). Here you will be able to find data on agriculture, biodiversity and forests, emissions and pollution, water resources and infrastructure, environmental health and energy indicators (2000–2005) for specific countries, regions and income groups.

http://web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/TOPICS/ENVIRONMENT/EXTDATASTA/0,,contentMDK:21051615~menuPK:2929036~pagePK:64168445~piPK:64168309~theSitePK:2875751,00.html 
POVERTY TRENDS 
Gapminder Gapminder is the most innovative and fun site for understanding trends in poverty. Charts show trends in multiple dimensions of development and poverty reduction over time and you can construct your own. The site also contains short video lectures on these subjects.

http://www.gapminder.org/ 
World Bank Poverty Assessments for many countries can be accessed from

http://go.worldbank.org/2SDF7W6AR0
United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific

The website of the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific contains numerous reports relating to poverty reduction trends in Asia:

http://www.unescap.org/ 

WATER, HEALTH, EDUCATION
Eldis Eldis has a comprehensive resource guide on health and education. You will find information on different dimensions of education as well as health and ill-health and a good choice of publications.

Education

http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/education 
Health

http://www.eldis.org/go/topics/resource-guides/health 
ODI This blog discusses the root causes of slow progress towards the water and sanitation MDG targets as well as containing additional links.

http://blogs.odi.org.uk/blogs/main/archive/2008/08/29/5642.aspx

TED In this 17 minute video, French economist Esther Duflo advocates the use of field experiments (specifically, randomised control trials) for social policy analysis and shares insights that have been gained through some of these experiments. The talk covers experiments to identify the incentives that mothers need to take their children to clinics for immunisation, to see whether distribution of free bed-nets for malaria control stimulates or undermines future market provision of such nets, and to identify the cheapest way to stimulate school attendance.

Having watched it, you might consider how context-specific you think the findings from such trials are likely to be. Make sure that you can give reasons for your answer!

http://www.ted.com/talks/esther_duflo_social_experiments_to_fight_poverty.html 
UN The UN declared the decade of 2005–2015 the ‘Water for Life Decade’.

This website provides you with information on different water-related issues.

http://www.un.org/waterforlifedecade/ 
Water Aid Water Aid is a UK-based NGO dedicated to the provision of water and sanitation for the poor. Good compilation of reports and statistics.

http://www.wateraid.org/uk/ 
