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Many of the workers in the formal economy can 
count on regular income, health insurance, 
unemployment benefits if they lose their jobs and 
a pension when they retire. Such rights are a 
distant dream for workers in the informal 
economy, most of them making up the workforce 
in many countries. For them, an illness, an accident, 
unemployment or retirement can push their 
families deep into poverty. 

The team of the EU-funded project Research 
Network and Support Facility will present the book 
“Extending Coverage: Social Protection and the 
Informal Economy” to highlight the importance of 
finding strategies and mechanisms to extend social 
protections schemes to informal workers. The ILO 
will illustrate its experience and strategies on how 
to tackle this complex issue. 
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• Christina Behrendt 
Senior Social Protection Policy Specialist ILO Social 
Protection Department, Geneva 
 
 

Conference language: English  
Language Q&A session: English 

 How to extend social protection to informal workers? 
Sharing experiences on Social Protection Coverage in the Informal Economy 

“One of millions of informal workers in India 
making cigarettes outside her house”   
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