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EU NGO CO-FINANCING PROJECTS
IMPROVING THE LIFE OF PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES IN THE TIBET AUTONOMOUS REGION

The NGO Co-Financing Programme was merged into the Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development, a European Union initiative that aims at strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities as a pre-condition for a more equitable and open society through support to their “own initiatives”. 

Background
The Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) lags behind other provinces of China. The central government has placed the development of the region as one of its major interventions from 1995, and effects are already visible in the cities but are not yet being seen in remote rural or nomadic areas. Currently there are strong disparities between rural and urban citizens in living standards, income levels and access to goods and services. While the growth that has taken place in the cities of the region has brought new opportunities for some individuals, most people with disabilities have not benefited from this development process.
Overall Objective

The overall objective of this action is to make a comprehensive rehabilitation scheme available and accessible in both rural and urban areas of the Tibet Autonomous Region, in order to provide people with disabilities with more social and economic opportunities. The project will specifically focus on the Prefectures of Lhasa and Shigatse. 
Specific Objectives
On a more specific level, the project aims at ensuring that more people with disabilities in mainly Lhasa and Shigatse Prefectures have autonomy and participate in social life. 
Estimated Project Results 
· To improve the quality of rehabilitation facilities and services in the project area, as well as increase the number of professionals with the skills necessary to provide rehabilitation services to people with disabilities.
· Social and educational facilities (schools, vocational training facilities, leisure and non-formal learning activities) offer better access to services for people with disabilities. 
· More adults and children with disabilities and their families take initiatives to increase their involvement in the life of the community. 
· The community and government departments provide more support for the rehabilitation and social inclusion of people with disabilities. 
Main Activities
· Assessment surveys in two rural counties.
· Development and implementation of a quality management system. 

· Development and implementation of training curricula for health professionals and Disabled Persons’ Federations’ rehabilitation staffs.
· Provision of rehabilitation services at the regional rehabilitation centre and within the community as well as training in rehabilitation for families and people with disabilities.
· Implementation of a regional vocational training centre for people with disabilities and staff capacity building for mainstream vocational services.
· Adaptation of two mainstream primary schools in rural and urban areas into examples of successful integration of children with disabilities in mainstream education and staff capacity building in other mainstream schools.
· Organization of leisure and non-formal learning activities.
· Development of self-help groups as well as a child-to-child groups.
· Development of disability coordination committees at community and government levels and set up of a regional resource centre.
· Development and implementation of advocacy and training materials on disability, rehabilitation and community-based rehabilitation for governmental staffs.
· Specific lobby for the inclusion of disability rehabilitation costs in the medical insurance system of the Tibet Autonomous Region.
· Development and implementation of awareness campaigns on disability and rehabilitation as well as provision of rehabilitation services for and by the local community.

Project Activities started in January 2008

Contact Details in the EU Delegation
Francesca Ciccomartino,

francesca.ciccomartino@eeas.europa.eu















Duration�
36 months (2008-2010)�
�
Beneficiary countries�
China�
�
EC Grant�
743,668.75 EURO�
�
Partners Contribution�
247,889.55 EURO�
�
Implementing Agency�
Handicap International （Local Counterpart: Tibet Disabled Persons Federation）�
�
Location�
Tibet Autonomous Region, China�
�
EU Delegation Contact Person�
Francesca Ciccomartino�
�
  













































































2

