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NON STATE ACTORS AND LOCAL AUTHORITIES IN DEVELOPMENT 

Improving the inclusion of children with disability in the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region


Non State Actors and Local Authorities in Development is a European Union initiative that aims at strengthening the capacity of civil society organisations and local authorities as a pre-condition for a more equitable and open society through support to their “own initiatives”. 

Background
With the many economic developments and the rapidly rising cost of living in China, the disparities between rural and urban living standards are becoming more obvious. The pressure on skilled and semi-skilled workers from rural and urban communities to search for employment away from the family home is becoming greater everyday. Within the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, in the areas of Mashan and Fusui and the suburbs of Nanning where the project will be focused, many families are now separated and the number of children with disabilities now being cared for by their grandparents is increasing. With the limitations of time, mobility and money for a family, and the lack of availability of services at local level, children with disabilities are prevented from accessing appropriate services.
Project Overall Objectives
The overall objective is that the living conditions of children with disabilities in Guangxi Autonomous Region are improved.

Specific Objectives
                      
The specific objective is that children with disabilities in 3 areas of Guangxi realize their potential as people on an equal basis with their fellow citizens.
Estimated Project Results
· Children with disabilities are able to get actively involved in their community through better access to education, leisure services, vocational training and future professional opportunities.
· The capacities of families with children with disabilities to participate in the rehabilitation and inclusion process of their children are improved to ensure a fit and decent life to all their members.
· Communities are more involved in the social inclusion of children with disabilities, offering environments in which children with disabilities and their families find the conditions to live in autonomy and dignity.
· Communities provide suitable services to children with disabilities and their families, enabling them to realize their potential.
· Partners of the current action are able to manage the continuation of the activities and to replicate them at other places after the withdrawal of HIB.
· The experience and lessons learnt in Guangxi are consolidated with similar HIB experiences in Tibet and Sichuan as well as with the experiences of the China Disabled People’s’ Federation (CDPF) in Beijing and other local and international organizations in China.
Main Activities
· Improving access to local kindergartens, schools, community centers and playgrounds.
· Training of teachers and representatives of the education departments on inclusive education.
· Developing vocational training programmes in 2 special schools.
· Providing job opportunities for students with disabilities.
· Promotion of self-help groups/working groups of parents with children with disabilities.
· Provision of specialized rehabilitation training to parents of children with disabilities.
· Setting-up working groups of community volunteer to run awareness raising campaigns. 

· Consolidation of the rehabilitation process. 

· Provision of specialized training to county level CBR workers, Angel House staffs, village doctors, village leaders and community volunteers.
· Training and provision of low cost aids and equipment to facilitate the rehabilitation of children with disabilities. 

· Continuous technical support to the Guangxi Disability Rehabilitation Research Center.
· Optimizing on the past experiences and reinforcing the links between stakeholders.
· Setting clear plans for the future.
· Consolidating HIB and partners CBR experience.
· Knowledge sharing with other DPF CBR projects and other organizations involved in the field of disability in China. 

· Advocacy for the replication of the comprehensive CBR model.
The project activities started in November 2009. 
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Duration�
24 months�
�
Beneficiary countries�
China�
�
EU Grant�
376.195,15 EURO�
�
Partner Contribution�
125.398,38 EURO�
�
Implementing Agency�
Handicap International (Partners: Guangxi Disabled Person’s Federation (GDPF), Angel House)�
�
Location�
China, Guanxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, 4 areas in Guangxi�
�
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