
Transparency & open aid data
Working with IATI data
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Key areas:

∙ Why aid transparency?
∙ What is Open Data?
∙ Who is IATI?
∙ IATI and the EC
∙ What is in IATI data?
∙ Using IATI data
∙ Next steps
  



Aid data: useful, usable and in 
use?
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What, Why & Who IATI?
Why do we need open aid data?





What is IATI? 
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International Aid Transparency 
Initiative (IATI)

•Launched in Accra (2008) as part of the aid 
effectiveness agenda

•Principles of coordination, harmonisation, 
alignment, etc. – information is crucial to 
improve the management of aid.

•Political commitment and technical initiative
•EU involved since the very beginning



Transparent cooperation

• We will work to improve the availability and public accessibility of information 
on development co-operation and other development resources. 

•  
• To this end, we will:
•  
➢ Make the full range of information on publicly funded development activities, 

their financing, terms and conditions, and contribution to development 
results, publicly available subject to legitimate concerns about commercially 
sensitive information.

➢ Implement a common, open standard for electronic publication of timely, 
comprehensive and forward-looking information on resources provided 
through development co-operation.



Why do we need IATI?



What is IATI data?

All in one place Forward looking





IATI Members



IATI Technical Advisory Group



November 2017



Why do we need IATI?



What IATI is not!

● A single database
● One website
● An accountancy tool
● A results system
● A single viewpoint
● Complete / finished!



IATI and the OECD CRS

∙ IATI built upon the OECD CRS system, 
but is distinct and complementary
∙ OECD CRS – statistical and (high-level) 
accountability tool
∙ IATI – aid management

∙ IATI is not complete (but that’s OK)
∙ OECD is not timely (but that’s OK)



Recently in IATI
New developments around the IATI world



November 2017



June 2018



December 2018



IATI publishers: growth over time



IATI data: becoming more timely



IATI publishers: donor guidelines



New types of publishers: humanitarian



The IATI Tool Guide



The Aid Transparency Index 2018



The Aid Transparency Index 2018

http://www.publishwhatyoufund.org/



Who publishes IATI?
Which organisations publish IATI data?



Organisations are “publishers”

https://aidstream.org/



Who publishes to IATI?



EU IATI Publishers



https://iatiregistry.org/

The IATI Registry



https://iatiregistry.org/

Click on Publishers….



https://iatiregistry.org/

IATI Publishers….

● Scroll through the list
● Sort the table by clicking on the 

headings
● What do you notice?
● Spot any organisations you know / have 

worked with / work(ed) for?



Commission IATI Publishers



IATI datasets DEVCO



IATI Publication Process

Grey boxes indicate future planned publication to IATI.  All boxes on left should be 
integrated into, or linked to, OpSys in future.

IATI File
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https://iatiregistry.org/



What is Open Data?
Freely available for re-use



http://opendefinition.org/



http://data.europa.eu/euodp/en/hom
e



https://data.gov.uk/



http://www.opendatamanchester.org.u
k/



https://data.humdata.org/



https://www.open-contracting.org/



https://opendataday.org/



https://opendataday.org/



https://citymapper.com/



Data applications



Let’s take a look at IATI data!
Ways to view, access and download 



XML dataset vs. visualisation 



Lots of possibilities



d-portal
Ways to view, access and download 



http://d-portal.org

d-portal



http://d-portal.org

d-portal

● Uses ALL IATI data
● Updated every night
● A useful search & filter
● Enables some export



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: filters



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: filters + search



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: search results



http://d-portal.org

d-portal

● Search according to your interests
● How quick can you find information
● What happens when you click through?
● Find anything of use?
● What next?



http://d-portal.org

D-portal: quiz #1!

● How many projects are taking place in 
Ghana on water and sanitation?

● Name four organisations that are 
currently working on Ebola in Guinea? 

● How much of DFID funding went to 
Sierra Leone in 2017 in UK pounds?



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: search results



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: activities



http://d-portal.org

d-portal: linkages



http://d-portal.org

D-portal: quiz #2!

● Find an example of an activity that is 
happening in the capital of Honduras

● Which government is the original funder 
of this activity: MW-NBM-R1527-W106?



Organisation portals
Ways to view, access and download 



Organisation portals

● Different approaches
● Donor, multilateral, in-country, NGO
● Fit with wider transparency agendas
● Often only use the IATI data of the 

publisher
● More and more coming online



Organisation portals

● Visit the following portals
● What do you like?
● What is different?
● What do you dislike?
● Would you use these?



https://devtracker.dfid.gov.uk/



https://openaid.se/



http://open.unicef.org/



http://projectsportal.afdb.org/dataport
al/



Timor-Leste Aid Transparency Portal
https://aidtransparency.gov.tl/portal/

https://aidtransparency.gov.tl/portal/


Organisation portals

● Visit the following portals
● What do you like?
● What is different?
● What do you dislike?
● Would you use these?



What is in IATI data?
What does the IATI standard detail? 



IATI is a standard



Think of it as a dictionary!



… with common definitions



… with shared words



… and consistent grammar



From geographic information...



… to financial data



Core themes



Common questions



EC publish most of the IATI data fields



IATI activities are related



Results the most complex



Find some results data in d-portal



Results data

● What did you find?
● How can this be interpreted?
● Could it be aggregated?
● Will it change?



IATI data in a spreadsheet
Ways to view, access and download 



A spreadsheet



http://datastore.iatistandard.org



IATI data in a spreadsheet

● Choose your filters
● Stick to 50 results!
● What happens when you download?
● How does it open?
● What would you do with this?

http://datastore.iatistandard.org



IATI data as exchange format
Ways IATI data is working with other systems 



Aid Information Management Systems (AIMS)



World Bank / Bangladesh – importing data 
from IATI saves time and increases quality

Normally per quarter 12 hours

This quarter 2.5 hours

Future quarters 0.5 hours?

Average detail by project Before (manual) After (IATI)
# of commitments 1.4 2.0

# of disbursements 5 13

# of sectors 0 2

# of locations 0 8

# of documents 0.7 6



Financial Tracking System (FTS)

https://fts.unocha.org/



Financial Tracking System (FTS)

https://fts.unocha.org/



Traceability / Supply Chain



Portfolio Analysis



Implementing Partner Guidelines



Build-your-own IATI visualisation
Ways to view, access and download 



https://www.iatistudio.com/



IATI Studio

● Helps you create new visualisations
● Works with all of IATI data
● Functions to save and share

u: devco-iati-june18
pw: IATI123

https://www.iatistudio.com/



https://www.iatistudio.com/

IATI Studio: make something?



https://aidperspective.org



IATI Perspective

● Helps you create new visualisations
● Works with all of IATI data
● More functions to save and share!

u: ec-iati
pw: IATI123

https://aidperspective.org



IATI Studio / Perspective

● What was useful?
● Would you use again?



Next steps
Using IATI data in delegation 



People are doing more with IATI



@IATI_aid



http://discuss.iatistandard.org/



http://capacity4dev.eu/


