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Background information by the European Union for Roundtable 1: Realizing the CRPD through international cooperation (Article 32)

The approach adopted by the European Union for development cooperation policy is based on the human rights model of disability, thus focusing on the rights of persons with disabilities to participate in society as equal citizens, and the need to change society to be inclusive of everybody.

One of the thematic areas of the European Union Disability Strategy 2010-2020[footnoteRef:1] is dedicated to external Action. It serves as the key policy document describing the policy and specific actions for the coming years. It states the commitment of the EU and the Member States to promote the rights of people with disabilities in their external action, including EU enlargement, neighbourhood and development programmes. The Union does this within the broader framework of non discrimination to highlight disability as a human rights issue. The Union is also raising awareness of the UN Convention and the needs of people with disabilities, including accessibility in the area of emergency and humanitarian aid. The Union has established a network of disability correspondents in its external delegations with the aim of increasing awareness and to support the national implementation of the Convention including the use of  available financial instruments. EU action will support and complement national initiatives to address disability issues in dialogues with non-member countries, and where appropriate include disability and the implementation of the UN Convention taking into account the Accra commitments on aid-effectiveness. [1:  published in November 2010, c.f. COM website or http://eurlex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=COM:2010:0636:FIN:EN:PDF] 

The policy instruments for the implementation of the EU Development Cooperation also address disability matters. One of the EU's funding instruments, the Development Cooperation Instrument (DCI), promotes actions to fight against poverty, inequality, and exclusion of disadvantaged and marginalised groups. It also calls for the involvement of all sections of society, specifically including disabled people, and requires the Union to fund measures that increase access to health facilities and services for disabled people. This applies to all geographic and thematic programmes funded under the DCI. The Investing in People Thematic Programme, for instance, explicitly considers disability as a cross-cutting issue[footnoteRef:2] in the four main areas of health, education, knowledge and skills, gender equality, and other aspects of human and social development (employment and social cohesion, children, youth and culture).  [2:  Investing in People Strategy, Thematic Programme 2007-2013, DCI] 

The European Instrument for Democracy and Human Rights (EIDHR) promotes the mainstreaming of the rights of people with disabilities throughout its strategy and projects and gives specific capacity building support to disability NGOs and DPOs working on human rights and political participation and representation. 
As is the case for many other development partners, the Union seeks a twin track approach, dealing with disability through specific actions, and through mainstreaming.

Regarding mainstreaming, the Union recognises the need to include a disability perspective in all development programmes, and tools have been designed to help staff to mainstream disability into their day to day work[footnoteRef:3]. There are many examples of programmes where disability has been successfully mainstreamed, such as the Sexual and Reproductive Health programme in Jamaica (a joint programme with the UNFPA) – which pays special attention to the sexual and reproductive rights of persons with disabilities, which are often neglected in this type of programmes. [3:  See the tools developped by the IDDC in the framework of the EC financed Project “Disability Mainstreaming” in http://www.make-development-inclusive.org/
] 

At the end of 2010, tThe European Commission finalised a study on Disability in EC Development Cooperation[footnoteRef:4] which examined these challenges.  It proposes a series of recommendations for the EU in order to better integrate disability in its development cooperation and further align with Article 32 of the UN Convention.  [4:  http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/what/social-protection/documents/223185_disability_study_en.pdf] 

Regarding its specific actions, between 2000 and 2009 the European Commission has funded over 440 projects specifically targeting people with disabilities in 82 partner countries (over €200M). The main activities supported include: 

· Capacity building and policy development – For instance, the EU has supported the Moroccan government in the elaboration of the first national survey on disability.
· Community based rehabilitation
· Promotion of human rights of persons with disabilities – For instance, the EU has supported Disabled Persons Organisations in their activities to advocate for the signature and ratification of the UN Convention. 
· Social inclusion (e.g. through employment, education, health)
· Humanitarian and emergency assistance.

Finally, in this context, the European Commission also financially supports European NGOs that are active in development cooperation both organizations of persons with disabilities and organizations providing services to persons with disabilities.
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