Europeans show overwhelming support for development cooperation

24-11-2011 

Despite living through a period of uneconomic uncertainty and austerity, Europeans remain overwhelmingly supportive of development cooperation beyond their borders, with 84% of respondents to a new Eurobarometer survey backing development aid to help the world’s poor, and the same proportion supporting the strong focus of EU aid on good governance and human rights.

 

“With the Arab Spring, movements for reform and democracy have swept an entire region and challenged political approaches of the past,” said a press release from the European Commission. “It is against this backdrop that 26,856 Europeans of the age 15 and above were asked 10 questions on aid and development cooperation in September 2011 in face-to-face interviews.”
 

Europeans are ready to actively participate in helping the poor – half of EU citizens are willing to pay more for their daily shopping (e.g. for fair trade products), if they know that this would benefit developing countries, according to the same survey.

 

Announcing the results, EU Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs said: “Europeans are sending a clear message to politicians in the EU and beyond: even in times of economic hardship, they remain firmly committed to helping others out of poverty. This generosity has to be matched by political responsibility. We have to be more efficient and transparent to show the results of our aid and prove that the funds make a real difference.”
 

Young Europeans (aged 15-24) voiced the strongest support for development policy, the Eurobarometer reveals. Nine out of ten think that it is important to help poor people and 41% think it is "very important" in comparison to 35% of people above 40. They show also the strongest personal commitment to the cause, as 53% of the young and 60% of students would be ready to pay more for products (e.g. fair trade) if this would benefit poor people in the world. The young also express the biggest support for keeping the promise to increase the aid levels (69% where the average for all the respondents is 62%).

 

Among other results:

•       62% of European citizens are in favour of increasing development aid to at least 0.7% of EU Gross National Income by 2015

•       70% think of sub-Saharan Africa as the part of the world most in need of aid to fight poverty, followed by the Middle East and North Africa (33%)

•       80% are in favour of linking development with other EU policies such as migration, trade or access to energy.

•       42% believe that effectiveness of aid can mainly be increased by working more closely with developing countries themselves, while 36% prefer improved cooperation with other donor countries, such as the USA and Australia.

 
The European Union as a whole (Member States plus EuropeAid, Commission-managed funds) is the biggest donor of official development aid worldwide and helps people in over 150 countries. In 2010, it provided €53.8 billion (more than 50% of global aid). The European Commission is responsible for the management of €11 billion of aid per year, putting it in second place among donors globally. (ENPI Info Centre)

