
Action sheet A



Appendix 1
1.
Identification
	Title
	Promoting implementation of EU initiatives and helping developing countries to meet internationally agreed environmental commitments (priority 2) 

	Total cost
	EUR 35 789 100

	Method/Form of management
	Project approach – centralised
Call for proposals and targeted action

Joint management, procurement, grants

	DAC code
	14050 Waste management

31200 Forestry

32164 Chemicals

41000 Environment
	Sector
	Environment, sustainable management of natural resources, including energy


2.
Rationale

2.1.
Context

The four-year Thematic Strategy Paper for the Environment and Sustainable Management of Natural Resources, including Energy
 (ENRTP) for the period 2007-2010 was adopted by the Commission on 20 June 2007. The basic act for this programme is the Development Cooperation Instrument
 (DCI) Regulation adopted on 18 December 2006, in particular Article 13.

The ENRTP addresses challenges which have a profound effect on the lives of poor people: rapidly degrading key ecosystems, climate change, poor global environmental governance and inadequate access to and security of energy supply.

The strategy will be implemented by means of a combination of different mechanisms in accordance with the Council Financial Regulation
 and the options provided for in Article 25 of the DCI Regulation, in particular calls for proposals, direct agreements, joint management and service contracts in response to tenders or existing framework contracts. 

The 2007 Annual Action Programme
 adopted under the ENRTP, in particular action fiche B, laid down a number of targeted measures to support the strategic thematic programme. This action sheet identifies further targeted action to support the ENRTP financed from the 2008 budget.

2.2.
Lessons learnt

Lessons learnt from reviews, assessments, monitoring results (ROM) and evaluations of previous relevant action will be taken into consideration for defining the action planned. 

The environmental aspects of development cooperation will be addressed more directly. Lessons learnt from projects should contribute to the national policy dialogue and be used as a basis for programming the EC country and regional aid.

2.3.
Complementary action

Synergies and complementarity will be sought with other ongoing or planned action, in particular under other Community instruments such as the geographic programmes referred to in the DCI Regulation and the 7th Research Framework Programme.

2.4.
Donor coordination

Coordination with other donors will take place where possible.

3.
Description

3.1.
Objectives

Priority 2:
Promoting implementation of EU initiatives and internationally agreed environmental commitments.
3.2.
Action planned and expected results

The following action is to be implemented with the organisations indicated below and the indicative amounts shown:

EU Water Initiative and EU Energy Initiative

(1)
A maximum contribution of EUR 1 700 000 to the OECD for implementation of national policy dialogues (NPD) in the Eastern Europe, Caucasus and Central Asia (EECCA) region under the EU Water Initiative.

The objective of the action is to promote integrated water resource management practices and improved conditions for water supply and sanitation, including with regard to financial planning, in line with the objectives of the EU Water Initiative (EUWI).

Expected results: Country-specific activities (NPDs) initiated and further developed on financing strategies for Water Supply and Sanitation (WSS); and on Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM). Improved regulatory and administrative framework, improved financial planning, setting of country priorities with regard to water policy, identification of projects and development of capacity in the EECCA region, including through dialogue with various stakeholders.
Indicators: Prepared and implemented policy packages, such as draft pieces of legislation (e.g. governmental and ministerial regulations); recommendations and best practice documents; analysis of  institutional and management structures; draft water management plans and water safety plans; draft financial strategies; assessments of the effectiveness of measures taken to prevent, control and reduce adverse effects on the environment and human health and safety as specified in "common understandings" and country-specific roadmaps. Participation of relevant stakeholders in NPD meetings. National reports submitted to the annual meetings of the EUWI EECCA Working Group; national reports submitted to the meetings of international organisations (e.g. OECD or UNECE).
The action will be implemented under joint management with the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).
This International Organisation will be subject to a compliance assessment in relation to article 53 (d) of the Financial Regulation. In anticipation of the results of this assessment the authorising officer deems that, based on the long-standing and problem free cooperation with this Organisation, joint management mode can be proposed and Standard Convention for International Organisation can be signed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 43 of Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
(2)
A maximum contribution of EUR 300 000 to the action “Support to the national strategy for Integrated Water Resource Management (IWRM)”.

The objectives of the action are: to provide expert facilitation and advisory services to key stakeholders relating to water issues in Ecuador; to organise workshops to discuss the main water issues in Ecuador in the 24 Provinces; to conduct a process of discussion of water issues with key members of the Natural Resources Group of the former Constituent Assembly.

Expected results: Workshops to discuss water issues will be organised in the 24 Provinces. The National System for the Integrated Management of Hydric Resources (GIRH) will be discussed with key stakeholders in the 24 Provinces and their input will be integrated in a document. The results of the workshops and other key documents will be published. A process to strengthen the National Council of Hydric Resources (CNRH) will be discussed with key stakeholders in the water sector.

Indicators: Number of sector dialogue workshops organised. Number of recommendation papers prepared by the stakeholders' dialogue process (workshops) and publicly published. Number of meetings held by the government with the other key stakeholders. Number of stakeholders' recommendations implemented by the government in sector policy and in particular in the National System for the Integrated Water Resources Management (GIRH) and the National Council of Water Resources (CNRH).
The action will be implemented under existing framework contracts.

Climate change

(3)
A contribution of EUR 10 000 000 to support the Global Climate Change Alliance (GCCA).
The objectives of the action are: to help to ensure that poor developing countries most vulnerable to climate change, in particular the least developed countries (LDCs) and small island developing States (SIDS), increase their capacity to adapt to the effects of climate change and take specific action to adapt in order to support achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). Where it benefits their poverty reduction objectives, such countries will also be helped to participate in the global climate change mitigation effort (by halting deforestation and participating in the clean development mechanism (CDM)), even though, as in the case of LDCs, they will not be required to make emission reduction commitments under a post-2012 agreement.

An indicative amount of EUR 3 million will be used to set up a facility to supply support, hold events and conduct analyses and studies, which is likely to be done via a tender procedure.

An indicative amount of EUR 7 million will be used to support pilot actions in a limited number of pilot countries addressing adaptation and/or mitigation measures linked to climate change, in principle directly with identified partner governments.

Expected results:
· Enhanced participation of targeted countries in a post-2012 international climate change agreement. 

· Better coordination within LDCs and SIDS and improved policy dialogue between the EU and LDCs and SIDS in the context of post-2012.
· In pilot countries, improvements in integrating climate change issues into development strategies.
· Several innovative approaches tested to support climate-change-related action (in the field of adaptation and, possibly, of mitigation) and lessons learnt in order to ensure effective support to LDCs and SIDS. 

· Pilot countries able to identify specific and useful adaptation action (preferably linked with deforestation, disaster risk reduction – DRR – or the CDM) and to implement it in a timely, effective and efficient manner. Specific results of this action will be defined with partner countries on an action-by-action basis.  

Indicators: 
· Number of coordinated proposals and measures by LDCs and SIDS during the 2008-2009 process. Number of countries represented in an effective way in international climate events. 

· Number of pilot countries which have amended their development strategy to take into account climate change/Improvement in integration of climate change issues in development strategy and sectoral strategy compared with a sample of countries which do not benefit from GCCA support.

· Number/quality of specific measures relating to climate change taken in pilot countries compared with number/quality of measures taken in a sample of countries in similar condition that do not benefit from GCCA. 
· Number of pilot countries willing to pursue the partnership within the GCCA.
· Number of contacts with/Number of LDCs and SIDS that demonstrate a will to participate in the GCCA (indirect indicator).
· Number of EU Member States willing to commit funds to the GCCA (indirect indicator).

Implementation method:

- The component of the action related to the facility to supply support will be procured.
- The component related to pilot actions will be implemented through budget support and/ or (partly) project approach.
In addition to the allocation mentioned above, the Swedish government decided in 2007 to make a financial contribution
 to the Global Climate Change Alliance. This additional contribution will be made through the ENRTP with the DCI Regulation as legal basis, in particular its Article 13. The Swedish contribution to the GCCA in 2008 will be approximately EUR 5.5 million and will support actions in partner countries.
(4)
A maximum contribution of EUR 1 300 000 to support Provincial Strategies and Action for Climate Change Mitigation and Adaptation in China.
The objectives of the action are to develop local policies, institutional frameworks, partnerships and capacity to implement the National Climate Change Programme (NCCP) effectively and to convert it into on-the-ground action.
Expected results:

National guidelines on achieving climate change and low-carbon economy strategies locally;
communication/Outreach for local implementation of the National Climate Change Programme;
knowledge management and sharing of international best practices between China and the EU; input to the development of climate change programmes in India and Indonesia;
provincial strategies and programmes on climate change mitigation and adaptation;
dissemination of approach and models to other Provinces;
pilot implementation of Provincial climate change programmes.
Indicators:
Effective alignment of Provincial guidelines with key global strategies and priorities from the Bali roadmap, with national policies for climate change and with national energy efficiency and renewable energy targets in 10 to 14 pilot Provinces. Increased levels of engagement by local government, business and society on ways to achieve climate change goals, inter alia in the form of six regional round tables (based on functional zones and covering all Provinces). Provincial climate change programmes, with well targeted local strategies and action with strong local ownership and relevance to local development needs and with strong local and/or national financing approved and published by the Provincial Government. National seminar on Provincial climate change programmes with all 31 Provinces. Feasibility studies on specific climate change adaptation measures in at least five Provinces; also, feasibility studies on climate change mitigation projects in at least five Provinces.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP).

(5)
A maximum contribution of EUR 2 500 000 to support Capacity Development for Adaptation to Climate Change and GHG Mitigation in Non-Annex I Countries.

The objective of the action is to improve the ability of developing countries (i.e. countries not listed in Annex I to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)) to address climate change by developing adaptation measures and planning mitigation strategies.

Expected results: 

More sustainable development of the countries concerned by integrating climate change issues into national sustainable development strategies and build capacities for appropriate decision support employing Geo-Information and Remote Sensing techniques. Contribution to climate proofing ODA programming activities. Developing countries in a better position to engage effectively in the UNFCCC process, thus enhancing the effectiveness of the process overall.

Indicators: Climate change policies (adaptation and GHG mitigation) mainstreamed into a broader range of development activities.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR). It will be important for this action and the following action (6) to coordinate their activities to promote synergies while avoiding overlap.
This International Organisation will be subject to a compliance assessment in relation to article 53 (d) of the Financial Regulation. In anticipation of the results of this assessment the authorising officer deems that, based on the long-standing and problem free cooperation with this Organisation, joint management mode can be proposed and Standard Convention for International Organisation can be signed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 43 of Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
(6)
A maximum contribution of EUR 1 000 000 to support Understanding the findings of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC) Fourth Assessment Report “Climate Change 2007” - Integrating climate change adaptation and mitigation in development planning.

The objective of the action is to enable robust, science-based policy decisions by increasing the awareness and understanding of policy-makers, stakeholders and technical experts in developing countries of region- and country-specific climate change threats to development and poverty reduction goals, the feasibility and benefits of mitigation and adaptation action and the potential for integrating this action into broader development strategies.

Expected results:

Existing centres of scientific expertise in targeted regions will gain capacity to act as effective interfaces between science and policy communities and serve the needs of policy-makers and other stakeholders for climate change information that enables robust, science-based decision-making. Decision-makers and other stakeholders will gain greater awareness and understanding of climate change issues, use their increased understanding in decision-making and engage with scientists to identify assessment and research priorities to better inform future decisions. Knowledge and understanding of region- and country-specific aspects of climate change, vulnerability, impact, adaptation and mitigation will be advanced and communicated to policy-makers and stakeholders. Science capacity in the targeted countries, including capacity developed by AIACC and other projects, will be enhanced, sustained and applied in the future to continue the advancement of knowledge about climate change, increase participation in IPCC and other international science activities, increase publication in peer-reviewed literature and ensure further engagement of the scientific community in climate change policy processes.

Indicators:
Programmes for climate change mitigation and adaptation implemented and enacted by a broad array of stakeholders, ranging from national ministries, provincial and local government to community organisations and the private sector. Policies and programmes relevant to human development, economic development, energy development, environmental management and disaster risk reduction amended to encompass climate change mitigation and adaptation objectives in countries in the targeted regions. Number, diversity and seniority of policy-makers, stakeholders and technical experts who participate in project activities and receive outreach material. Successful completion of the regional assessments. New joint action initiated by institutions participating. Capabilities and experience gained by students and early-career researchers. Engagement of participants in international science activities and in policy processes. Publications. Effectiveness of implementation of science policy dialogues, regional assessments and write shops by the Regional Knowledge Centres. Quality, value and reach of the services to targeted users.

The action will be implemented under joint management with an international organisation. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) set up under the World Metrological Organisation (WMO) and the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is envisaged. It will be important for this action and the previous action (5) to coordinate their activities to promote synergies while avoiding overlap.
This International Organisation will be subject to a compliance assessment in relation to article 53 (d) of the Financial Regulation. In anticipation of the results of this assessment the authorising officer deems that, based on the long-standing and problem free cooperation with this Organisation, joint management mode can be proposed and Standard Convention for International Organisation can be signed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 43 of Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
Biodiversity and biosafety, EU Biodiversity Action Plan for Economic and Development Cooperation and the external component of the EU Biodiversity Action Plan to 2010 and beyond

(7)
A maximum contribution of EUR 2 500 000 to the Central Africa World Heritage Forest Initiative.
The objective of the action is to improve sustainable management of natural resources, particularly wildlife, of critical forest landscapes of the Congo Basin.

Expected results:

Partner governments are expected to engage in World Heritage designation of targeted protected areas. The Tri-National Sangha Foundation will demonstrate its capacity to manage conservation grants and thereby contribute to long-term funding of key activities concerning the landscape. Appropriate management tools (e.g. MIST) will be identified to develop and implement a harmonised wildlife monitoring framework and thereby contribute to more effective wildlife management and to regional collaboration and data-sharing (e.g. FORAF). Multi-stakeholder processes to address the environmental impact of industrial projects, particularly on wildlife, should lead to adoption of best practices by the private sector and to improved understanding between stakeholders, thereby reducing conflicts at all levels. National park and wildlife services should improve their capacity to control illegal hunting and monitor their progress towards attaining critical performance benchmarks in terms of management of protected areas and wildlife. Collaborative agreements on sustainable natural resource management will be implemented by relevant stakeholders who acquire capacity to control illegal access, hunting and settlement in their concession areas or traditional territories.

Indicators:
Government partners convinced of the added value of World Heritage (WH) designation. National indicative list of sites for WH designation updated and harmonised at regional level.
Public-private partnerships implemented. Inter-ministerial transboundary and national committees for land-use planning and WH established. Government partners seek international assistance for the WH Fund.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). If appropriate, use will be made of advanced information data bases such as the land-use/land-cover maps provided by the Global Monitoring for Environment & Security (GMES) initiative.
This International Organisation will be subject to a compliance assessment in relation to article 53 (d) of the Financial Regulation. In anticipation of the results of this assessment the authorising officer deems that, based on the long-standing and problem free cooperation with this Organisation, joint management mode can be proposed and Standard Convention for International Organisation can be signed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 43 of Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
(8)
A maximum contribution of EUR 710 000 to support the World Conservation Congress and Countdown 2010 activities in Latin America and Southern Africa.

The objectives of the action are to build regional capacity for biodiversity conservation and to implement regional action plans for the 2010 biodiversity target.

Expected results:

Participation in World Conservation Congress (WCC4). Regional information on 2010 biodiversity target increased. Stakeholder meetings held in South America, Central America and Southern Africa. Activities included in regional action plans implemented.

Indicators:

Reference to the 2010 targets at WCC4, including in the new 2009-2012 Programme. Fourth CBD National Biodiversity Reports indicate an improvement in biodiversity status. Global Biodiversity Outlook (GBO) uses information from Countdown 2010 networks. Increase in number of Countdown 2010 partners with firm commitments. 2010 Action Plans developed for the Latin American countries and Southern Africa.

The action will be implemented by IUCN, which holds a de facto monopoly to implement such action as it is the institution organising the World Conservation Congress and the initiator of the Countdown 2010 Initiative for which it also runs the secretariat worldwide.

As the WCC will take place in October 2008, costs may be considered eligible for financing before the date of signature of the grant contract, as from 01/05/2008 onwards, as requested by IUCN
.

(9)
A contribution of EUR 1 000 000 to Strengthening the CITES implementation capacity of developing countries to ensure sustainable wildlife management and non-detrimental trade.
The objectives of the action are: to ensure sustainable wildlife management and well-regulated wildlife trade; to strengthen institutional capacity by improving knowledge of CITES and CITES-related legislation; to prevent or reduce illegal trade in wildlife; to enhance regional cooperation, coordination and communication by creating networks; and to sustain and enhance the livelihoods of local communities and rural poor heavily dependent on wildlife resources.

Expected results: identification of needs and priorities of developing countries. Countries under trade suspensions pursuant to CITES or EU compliance mechanisms should be able to act on the recommendations that will allow them to resume trade. Institutional capacity will be optimised in order effectively to manage wildlife resources in which international trade is regulated under CITES (improved governance). Regional networks should be created to facilitate better cooperation, coordination and communication between trading partners at bilateral, regional and international levels.

Indicators: Trade in CITES-listed species sustainable and conducted in a manner that does not threaten the survival of the species and benefits the local communities. Legally traded specimens pass through any trade formalities with minimum delay.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), CITES Secretariat.

Priority action identified under the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
(10)
A contribution of EUR 1 000 000 to the Integrated Drylands Development Programme (IDDP).
The objectives of the action are to reduce the vulnerability and improve the resilience of drylands communities by enabling them to identify, develop and manage sustainable livelihood opportunities.
Expected results: Institutional capacity at local levels enhanced and drylands issues mainstreamed into district/local development plans and action implemented at local level. Local capacity built to respond to natural disasters/adaptation strategies to climate change impact. Local governance of natural resources improved to increase economic opportunities, environmental sustainability and conflict prevention/resolution. Institutional capacity enhanced to facilitate participation in entrepreneurial and other economic activities such as carbon markets/payment for environmental services schemes. Learning promoted and knowledge shared via exchange visits; experience, lessons learnt and best practices documented and distributed amongst countries.           

Indicators: Capacity of institutions and communities built. Number of institutions supported. Economic benefits accrued. Number of initiatives developed and implemented. Number of partnerships built.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the UNDP and its Drylands Development Centre. Where appropriate advanced monitoring and information sources will be used in monitoring the action.
(11)
A contribution of EUR 200 000 to the Committee to review implementation of the Convention (CRIC).
The objective of the action is to ensure that, with the aid of earmarked resources, professional services of experienced consultants are made available to the UNCCD Secretariat so that it can propose an effective reporting format to Parties at CRIC-7.  

Expected results: New draft simplified reporting guidelines submitted for consideration at CRIC-7.

Indicators: Discussion at CRIC-7 and at COP-9 of results of work contracted to consultants.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the UNCCD Secretariat.
This International Organisation will be subject to a compliance assessment in relation to article 53 (d) of the Financial Regulation. In anticipation of the results of this assessment the authorising officer deems that, based on the long-standing and problem free cooperation with this Organisation, joint management mode can be proposed and Standard Convention for International Organisation can be signed in accordance with the provisions laid down in Article 43 of Implementing Rules to the Financial Regulation.
Forests

(12)
A maximum contribution of EUR 3 600 000 to Support to the Global Forest Resources Assessment Process, in particular to module 3 on a global remote sensing survey of forests.

The objectives of the action are to facilitate well-informed and better decision-making relating to forests and forestry, through the provision of harmonised, comprehensive, timely and accurate information using sources including European monitoring initiatives such as GMES. Specifically with regard to module 3, to make pre-processed imagery available via an on-line information gateway and to develop training materials and tools to aid the interpretation process.

Expected results: Improved knowledge and harmonised, comprehensive, timely and accurate information on forests and forestry. 

Increased capacity in developing countries for forest assessment, monitoring and reporting following a common framework and an agreed methodology.
Indicators: A reduction in the current rate of deforestation and loss of primary forest. An increase in the area of forest under sustainable forest management worldwide. An increase in the area of forest in a protected area system. A reduction in the current rate of loss of carbon stocks. Harmonised and effective forest assessment, monitoring and reporting systems in place at national, regional and global levels.

Most of the action will be implemented under joint management with the Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO). A small part will be implemented by the EC’s Joint Research Centre (JRC).

Costs may be considered eligible for financing before the date of signature of an agreement, but not earlier than from the date of the request for (co)financing made by the FAO or the JRC.

(13)
A contribution of EUR 5 000 000 to the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF).
The objectives of the action are to assist developing countries in their preparations to participate in a future large-scale system of positive incentives for Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Degradation  in developing countries (REDD), which is crucial to support climate-friendly and climate-resilient sustainable development, and also to implement and evaluate incentive payments for reducing emissions from deforestation in a few pilot countries, where there is a need to sponsor a body of knowledge and experience that can facilitate development of a much larger global programme of incentives for REDD over the medium term (five to ten years).

Expected results: Increased awareness of response options to REDD on the part of policy-makers and stakeholder groups. Improved capacity for assessment, monitoring and analysis of deforestation and analytical knowledge base, taking into account advanced monitoring initiatives such as GMES. Improved policy and regulatory framework in support of a national strategy on REDD. Tested options for incentive payments for REDD. Increased sharing between developing countries of technical and institutional knowledge on REDD.

Indicators: National policies and documents from a range of sectors incorporating considerations relating to reducing emissions from deforestation. National communications to UNFCCC. Anchoring of outcomes in national and international policies to reduce emissions from deforestation. Records of activities. Reports on meetings and activities. National policies and documents. Project documents and reports. Incentive payments for REDD policies and measures implemented and evaluated.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the World Bank Group.
Chemicals, waste and sustainable consumption

(14)
A maximum contribution of EUR 1 000 000 to Building local capacity to address the flow of e-wastes and electrical and electronic products for reuse in selected African countries and augment the sustainable management of resources by recovery of materials in e-wastes.

The objectives of the action are to improve the level of information available on flows of e-waste and e-products imported into West African countries to improve decision-making.

Expected results: Production of the report for the fact-finding study on flows of used and end-of-life e-equipment imported into West Africa by land and by sea, in particular from European countries. Reports produced for two e-waste country assessments. Production of national ESM plans for e-waste in two African countries. Production of a training/guidance manual for e-waste country assessments and preparation of ESM plans. Production of a socio-economic research study on the informal sector and the feasibility of establishing environmentally sound materials recovery operations and opportunities for public-private partnerships and investment. An enforcement training programme is expected to be developed and put in place. 

Indicators: Less impact on the environment and human health due to handling e-waste and e-equipment in the countries covered. National policy decisions taken and recorded. Implementation of the proposed regional survey with the involvement of all key stakeholders in importing and exporting countries. Methodology and guidance material on collection of information and data on the management of e-waste and end-of-life electronic and electrical equipment at national level made available to parties in the sub-region. Environmentally sound national management plans developed. Framework developed for identifying the social and economic impact of the informal sector and opportunities for public-private partnerships and investment. Investment opportunities for sound materials recovery and job creation identified.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), via its Basel Convention Secretariat.

(15)
A maximum contribution of EUR 995 100 to Sustainable public procurement to achieve environmental, social and economic goals.
The objectives of the action are to encourage developing countries to shift resource use to more sustainable patterns and to contribute to the response to the request, by the World Summit on the Sustainable Development Plan of Implementation, to develop a 10-year framework programme in support of adoption of sustainable consumption and production patterns.
On 21 December 2007 the European Commission adopted a Communication on the Lead Market Initiative
 which includes recommendations on public procurement to encourage innovative environmental technologies. The objectives of the Initiative will be taken into consideration in the elaboration of this wider-ranging action.
Expected results: Procurement experts in three regions trained in sustainable procurement and enabled to deliver sustainable procurement training in the countries in their regions and to give assistance with its implementation. Development, approval and implementation of a sustainable procurement strategy started in four countries.  

Indicators: Number of developing countries which, in the course and at the end of the project, send UNEP an expression of interest in capacity-building on SPP with the Marrakech Task Force (MTF) methodology. Number of countries that implement the MTF SPP approach. Number of “train the trainers” events with number of “licensed” training experts.

The action will be implemented under joint management with the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP). 

Climate change and biodiversity in the ENPI regions

(16)
A contribution of EUR 1 484 000 to Support for implementation of the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas in the eastern European Neighbourhood Policy countries and Russia: extension of implementation of the EU’s Natura 2000 principles through the Emerald Network.

The objective of the action is to support the Berne Convention in bringing into operation the Memorandum of Cooperation between the CBD Secretariat and the Council of Europe on promoting implementation of the Programme of Work, in particular by establishing the Emerald Network.

Expected results: Potential sites in the Emerald Network under the Berne Convention will be identified and documented in seven countries. The exchange of information will be fostered between these countries as regards best practice, lessons learnt and key challenges in implementing the CBD Programme of Work on Protected Areas. The establishment of the reports required by the CBD in order to monitor progress made in implementation will be supported.
Indicators: Ratio of areas identified and documented for protection in order to maintain biological diversity to total surface area (%). Surface area which the project will help to protect (in hectares). Participation of partner countries in seminars on best practices, lessons learned and key challenges in implementing the CBD. Draft reports required by the CBD.
The action will be implemented under joint management with the Council of Europe.

(17)
A contribution of EUR 1 500 000 to Addressing climate change in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region.
The objective of the action is to increase in MENA countries the adaptation and mitigation capacity crucial to support climate-friendly and climate-resilient sustainable development.

Expected results: Improved capacity of the MENA countries to mitigate their GHG emissions, including through making use of the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). Improved capacity of the MENA countries to adapt to climate change and integrate climate considerations into planning processes of relevant sectors, particularly with regard to water and agriculture management and including the social dimension (vulnerable groups, i.e. women, poor, youth, etc.). Raised awareness of importance of climate issues for MENA countries.
Indicators: Outreach and dissemination campaign to increase awareness of climate risks on the part of policy-makers and stakeholder groups (including those especially vulnerable), targeted training and workshops. In-depth country and sector studies (analytical assessments and analysis of effect of and impact on climate change vis-à-vis different sectors). Tools and guidelines for: water investment programming under climate change; strengthening the resilience of agricultural systems to climate change; clean energy and energy efficiency; and financial mechanisms. Activities fostering preparation of CDM. Policy measures developed and/or approved, ranging from energy (pricing, clean energy and energy efficiency) to policies in support of regional harmonisation of institutions and legal platforms. 

The action will be implemented under joint management with the World Bank Group.

The indicative amounts referred to above may be altered in line with Article 3 of the Commission Decision relating to adoption of this 2008 AAP.

3.3.
Stakeholders

By definition, there are a wide range of stakeholders, including governments, international and regional organisations, development NGOs, civil society advocacy groups, including environmental NGOs, representatives of industry and agriculture, labour organisations, women’s groups, indigenous people and the research community.

3.4.
Risks and assumptions

Most of the organisations mentioned above are subject to high expectations from their members but have limited capacity. Use of sub-contractors and consultants is common and can lead to delays or lower quality results. Efforts have been made to minimise this risk by concentrating support on those parts of the relevant work programmes which have a high profile and have received strong support from partners, especially developing countries.

3.5.
Cross-cutting issues

Environmental sustainability, gender equality, up-to-date decision support and performance monitoring, good governance and human rights will be mainstreamed into the projects under all the objectives.

4.
Implementation

4.1.
Method of implementation

 The method of implementation is for each identified action specified under section 3.2.

4.2.
Procurement and grant award procedures

a)
In case of grants, procurement: All contracts implementing the action must be awarded and implemented in accordance with the procedures and standard documents laid down and published by the Commission for the implementation of external operations, in force at the time of the launch of the procedure in question.
The essential selection and award criteria for the award of grants are laid down in the Practical Guide to contract procedures for EC external actions. The maximum possible rate of co-financing for grants is 80%. Full financing may only be applied in the cases provided for in Article 253 of the Implementing Rules of the Financial Regulation where financing in full is essential to carry out the action in question.

b)
In case of agreements with international organisations: All contracts implementing the action must be awarded and implemented in accordance with the procedures and standard documents laid down and published by the International Organisation concerned.
4.3.
Budget and schedule
The maximum EC contribution to targeted action financed from budget item 21 04 01 in 2008 is EUR 35 789 100. The indicative breakdown is outlined in section 3.2.

The initial duration of the action will be a minimum of 18 months and maximum of 60 months, depending on the type of action. The duration may be shorter in cases where existing framework contracts are used for implementation of the action.

4.4.
Performance monitoring

The EC will launch result-oriented monitoring missions on an ad hoc basis.

Monitoring systems will be developed for each action planned, if appropriate.

This is essential for evaluating the activities, offering information with respect to follow-up measures needed to improve management of these or future activities.

4.5.
Evaluation and audit

The audit rules are laid down in the general conditions of the contribution agreements, administrative agreements, grant or procurement contracts.

Depending on the nature of the action, mid-term and final evaluations would be envisaged.

In addition, the Commission conducts regular audits of action.

4.6.
Communication and visibility

Most of the results will be widely disseminated to all stakeholders.

EC contributions will be identified and reported in key publications by the beneficiaries.
� 	C(2007) 2572.


� 	Specifically Articles 13 and 38 of the DCI.


� 	Regulation 1605/2002 and revisions thereof.


� 	Commission Decision C/2007/5836 of 3 December 2007, as last amended on 19 December 2007 by Commission Decision C/2007/6540.


� 	Pursuant to Article 18(1)(aa) of Council Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 	1605/2002 of 25 June 2002�	(the Financial Regulation), OJ L 248, 16.09.2002 p. 1 Regulation as last amended by Council 	Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1995/2006 of 13 December 2006 (OJ L 390, 30.12.2006)


� See letter of 11/04/2008, EuropeAid reference A/8016


� COM(2007) 860 final
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