EU Results Framework Indicator methodology note
	1. Name of indicator
	Average Voice and Accountability score (as measured by the Worldwide Governance Indicators)

	
	

	2. Which sector (using Result Framework heading)
	Good Governance

	
	

	3. Technical Definition 
	This indicator captures the extent to which a country's citizens are able to participate in selecting their government, as well as freedom of expression, freedom of association, and a free media. 


	
	

	4. Rationale (including which policy priority, and how is this indicator linked to that policy priority)
	Fostering human rights and fundamental freedoms is a core objective of the EU external action, embedded the Lisbon Treaty (TEU article 21). 
The Charter of the Fundamental Rights of the EU is binding on the European Institutions in internal and external policies. This translates into a legal obligation to ensure that in all its actions, the EU promotes and respects human rights and fundamental freedoms as enshrined in the Charter. 
The Agenda for Change (2011) highlights human rights, democracy and other key elements of good governance as one of the two focus areas for the development cooperation.  The Agenda for Change equally underlines that the objectives of development, democracy, human rights, good governance and security are intertwined. 

	
	

	5. Level of disaggregation
	N/A

	
	

	6. Data Sources (including any issues on (i) different definitions by source, and (ii) level of availability of the data)
	World Bank (WB) World Governance Indicators – Indicator "Voice and Accountability" 
The Worldwide Governance Indicators (WGI) report on six broad dimensions of governance for 215 countries. The WGI are composite governance indicators based on 32 underlying data sources.  These data sources are rescaled and combined to create the six WGI aggregate indicators of which the voice and accountability index is one.  
The WB reports on WGI with a two year time lag. For example, in 2014 the latest available data point is from 2012.



	
	

	7. Data calculation (including any assumptions made)
	Changes in governance do not occur from one year to the next. The World Bank states that over a ten year period only around 30% of countries demonstrate change across all six sub-components of the WGIs. This indicator will therefore be reported with a 2008 baseline (which is 5 years earlier than the reporting data that will be used in year 1 of reporting)

To calculate the average Voice and Accountability score 

i) countries where the EU has external action programmes should be identified;

ii) the latest available data point for these countries should be taken from the World Bank database, 

iii) the estimates for each of the countries should be added together and averaged by dividing the sum of the estimates by the number of counties included. 



	
	

	8. Worked examples*
*Examples correct at time of writing (Feb 2015)


	Bhutan
2008 score: -0.56

2013 score: -0.18

Eritrea

2008 score: -2.12

2013 score: -2.15

Average score based on Bhutan and Eritrea

2008: -1.34
2013: -1.17



	
	

	9. Is it used by another organization or in the framework of international initiatives, conventions, etc? If so, which?
	No

	
	

	10.Other issues
	Reporting the average score masks a lot of the underlying changes within countries. Individual country reports can be found at http://info.worldbank.org/governance/wgi/index.aspx#countryReports. These provide more detailed country level information.


